




1. Spiritual Gift = Talent. 
2. We are born with some sort 

of personal talents/ natural 
strengths/ temperament/ 
abilities; these are 
equivalent to spiritual gifts 



2. Spiritual gifts are 
permanent 

3. For example, mercy is my 
most dominant spiritual gift 
and I will always have it 



3. In order to have a Spiritual 
gift, I have to already be a 
Christian 



4. “I don’t have a spiritual 
gift, I’m not worthy of one 
yet, but maybe someday I 
will have, I hope…” 



5. Gift of evangelism did not 
show up on my list of 
dominant spiritual gifts. 
Therefore, the Great 
Commission is “not my 
thing”. 



6. Since God has given me the 
gift of teaching and I have 
gone through much 
training, the church should 
provide the avenue for me 
to use this gift for God.  



7. God gives us Spiritual gift 
so that we can achieve our 
spirituality 



8. My spiritual gift survey reveals 
“Exhortation” as my top gift. During 
QBC’s carenival, someone spilled a 
drink on the floor. Since my spiritual 
gift isn’t “Service/Helps”, I should 
refrain from grabbing a mop and 
cleaning it up. Someone else with 
that gift should do it. 



9. John and I both share the same 
spiritual gift of “Leadership”. 
Comparing the results of our 
ministries, how come his is 
more effective than mine? I 
must have made a mistake 
about my spiritual gift!  



QUICK RECAP 
 



4 Imperatives 

SPIRIT 
FILLED 

Walk 
in 

Quench 
Not 

Grieve 
not 
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III. The DISCOVERY & EXERCISING 
of our Spiritual Gifts 

 



THE SOURCE  
OF OUR  

SPIRITUAL GIFTS 



 IS AN EXPRESION 

Main Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 



1 Corinthians 12:1 
 
1 Now about the gifts of the 
Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do 
not want you to be uninformed.  



What are Spiritual Gifts? 



What are Spiritual Gifts? 
 

• Spiritual Gifts are expressions of 
the Holy Spirit in the life of 
believers which empower them to 
serve the Body of Christ, the 
church. 

   - Gene Wilkes  



P 

Charismata 
Gifts in Greek: 



Charis 
Same rootword as: 



Charis = Grace 



Charis = Grace = Unmerited 
 Favour 



Unmerited Favour: 
 

 



Unmerited Favour: 
 

• The recipient receives 
favour, not because of what 
merit he/she does 
(Unmerited)  



Unmerited Favour: 
 
 

• the recipient receives favour, not because 
of what merit he/she does (Unmerited)  

• but simply because of the 
Giver’s willingness to give. 







1 Corinthians 12:2-3 
 

2 You know that when you were 
pagans, somehow or other you were 
influenced and led astray to mute idols.   
 

3 Therefore I want you to know that no one 
who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 
“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus 
is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 



• Contrast with “Not of the Holy Spirit” 
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• Contrast with “Not of the Holy Spirit” 
• In this case: Manifested through mute idols (Pagan 

worship) 
• For some us: self idolatry & elevation; contrast of 

Spirit vs Flesh 
• Forgot to focus on the Giver and depended on our 

own strength 

• Intentional reflection and prayers to 
move away from this trajectory 



1 Corinthians 12:2-3 
 

2 You know that when you were 
pagans, somehow or other you were 
influenced and led astray to mute idols.   
 

3 Therefore I want you to know that no one 
who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 
“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus 
is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 



Jesus is Lord  
an image of total allegiance and 
dependence 



“The ultimate criterion of the Spirit’s activity 
is the exaltation of Jesus as Lord. Whatever 
takes away from that, even if they be 
legitimate expressions of the Spirit, begins to 
move away from Christ to a more pagan 
fascination with spiritual activity as an end in 
itself.” 
  

Gordon Fee 



1 Corinthians 12:4-6 
 

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the 
same Spirit distributes them. 
5 There are different kinds of service, but 
the same Lord.  
6 There are different kinds of working, but 
in all of them and in everyone it is the 
same God at work. 



Unity in Diversity 
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Unity in Diversity 

Gifts 
(recipient) 

Source 
(GIVER) 

• Diversity • Unity 
• No matter what the 

manner/value of 
manifestation 

• Traceable to the Trinity 
(Heavenly Father-Son-Holy 
Spirit) 

Contrast 

Beautiful image of Unity through Trinity 
(Unity among the Godhead) 





3. In order to have a Spiritual 
gift, I have to already be a 
Christian 



3. In order to have a Spiritual 
gift, I have to already be a 
Christian 

TRUE 



• Spiritual Gifts are expressions of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of believers             
(1 Peter 4:10; 1 Corinthians 12:7, 11).  
 

• Therefore, only Christians have 
spiritual gifts, because the Holy 
Spirit gives these gifts and only does 
so after He comes and dwells in the 
believer upon conversion. 



1. Spiritual Gift = Talent. 
2. We are born with some sort 

of personal talents/ natural 
strengths/ temperament 
/abilities; these are 
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1. Spiritual Gift = Talent. 
2. We are born with some sort of 

personal talents/ natural 
strengths/ temperament/ 
abilities; these are equivalent 
to spiritual gifts 

FALSE 



but… if they are not equivalent, 
are they mutually exclusive? 



Spiritual gifts intertwine the 
Divine and the Human 



To view from a merely Human dimension: 
Divine & Human Counterpart: Equivalence? 
Spiritual Gifts = Talents? 

Human 

Divine 



• Spiritual gifts are ‘spiritual’ in nature for 
they are given by the Holy Spirit to 
every believer (1 Corinthians 12:7-11). 
Each gift is a manifestation of the Spirit 
(1 Corinthians 12:7).  
• Also, spiritual gifts differ from 

human talents and abilities in that 
they result in ‘spiritual’ fruit. 



Human 

Divine 

To view as a merely Divine element: 
Divine & Human Counterpart: Mutually 
Exclusive? 



• There is human involvement 
• The gift of helps – bring a meal, fix a flat 

tire, clean someone’s house.  
• The gift of teaching - study of the lesson, 

prepare what to teach.  
• Administration - make plans, call meetings, 

evaluate progress.  
• The gift of giving - make money, choose 

where money to be distributed, follow-
through the giving. 



• Spiritual gifts cannot be divorced from 
natural talents and abilities.  



• In Psalm 139, we are reminded that it 
was God who fashioned us in the womb. 
Whatever our capabilities, they were 
given to us by the omniscient God who 
designed us not only in the matter of 
spiritual gifts, but also in the matter of 
talents and abilities to carry out a certain 
task.  



• Human abilities alone will never produce 
eternal fruit, but our abilities when 
empowered by the Holy Spirit can bring 
about spiritual fruit.  

• It is no accident that Billy Graham is a 
gifted speaker in the human sense. But 
there are countless gifted speakers who 
have never seen a soul won to Christ. 
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Gift 
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Talent 
Spiritual 

Gift 

God’s gifts to 
complete His 
Work (apart 

from our talents) 

Can we use 
our talents 

for God?  
YES! 

Don’t use 
our own 
strength 
for God’s 
 work 



• Incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Interweave Divine and human  

• Scriptures are the work of both God 
and men (2 Peter 1:21; 2 Timothy 
3:16-17) 
• Work + Faith 
• Home + Church 



THE PURPOSE 
OF OUR  

SPIRITUAL GIFTS 



1 Corinthians 12:7 
 
7 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good.   



1 Corinthians 12:7 
 
7 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good.   



To each one 
 



To each one 
• Every single Christian possess a 

spiritual endowment 



6:2_ 

To each one 
• Every single Christian possess a spiritual 

endowment 

• 1 Corinthians 12:11 

“All these are the work of one and the 
same Spirit, and he distributes them 
to each one, just as he determines.”  



6:2_ 

To each one 
• Every single Christian possess a spiritual 

endowment 

• Ephesians 4:7 

“But to each one of us grace has been 
given as Christ apportioned it.” 
 





4. “I don’t have a spiritual 
gift, I’m not worthy of one 
yet, but maybe someday I 
will have, I hope…” 



4. “I don’t have a spiritual 
gift, I’m not worthy of one 
yet, but maybe someday I 
will have, I hope…” 

FALSE 



• Scripture is clear. Every single Christian 
possesses a spiritual gift whether you 
feel it or not 

• Ask ourselves, could it be that we have 
an unrealistic expectation of what it 
should look like?  
• If gifts is all about the Giver and not 

the recipient, our view of our self 
worth should not stand in the way. 



1 Corinthians 12:7 
 
7 Now to each one the 
manifestation of the Spirit is 
given for the common good.   



For the Common Good 
• Clear purpose of Spiritual gifts 
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• For the overall healthy functioning 
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For the Common Good 
• Clear purpose of Spiritual gifts 
• For the overall healthy functioning of the 

Body of Christ 

• Eventually for the gospel to the 
community.  
(Outward looking, not inward 
looking) 

 
 
 



Paul teaches that God’s purpose for gifts 
is “to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of 
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to [maturity], to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ,” 
(Ephesians 4:12-13).  





7. God gives us Spiritual gift 
so that we can achieve our 
spirituality 



7. God gives us Spiritual gift 
so that we can achieve our 
spirituality 

FALSE 



Purpose of spiritual gift is 
never on the individual 
recipient’s spirituality but 
for the common good and 
the unity (edification of the 
body of Christ) 



Error of Corinthian church was 
to confuse spiritual gifts with 
spirituality. Some gifts are 
elevated higher in terms of 
 spiritual scale than others. 
 



• One with the gift of pastor-teacher 
may be less spiritual than one with  
gift of helps.  

• One with the gift of giving may be far 
more spiritual than the evangelist  
who is winning thousands to Christ.  



Ministry flows out of our Being 



6. Since God has given me the 
gift of teaching and I have 
gone through much 
training, the church should 
provide the avenue for me 
to use this gift for God.  



6. Since God has given me the 
gift of teaching and I have 
gone through much training, 
the church should provide 
the avenue for me to use this 
gift for God.  

FALSE 



• Purpose: To benefit the rest 
of the body of Christ 

• To use a gift for self 
gratification/attention is 
selfishness and a sin against 
the Giver of the gifts 



1 Corinthians 12:8-11 
 

8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to 
another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that 
one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to 
another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in 
different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and 
the same Spirit, and he distributes them 
to each one, just as he determines.  



For Unity in the Faith 
• Distributes His gifts differently to 

each of us = We have to 
work together.  
 
 
 



For Unity in the Faith 
• Working together is, in a way, just 

as important as getting the job 
done because working together in 
Christ is an expression of God's 
love 
 



For Unity in the Faith 
• Explains why Paul transits into 1 

Corinthians 13 to talk about the 
indispensability of Love and the 
use the gifts in Love 
(after he talks about unity in diversity to 
build up the body of Christ in 1 Cor 12:12-31) 

 



1 Corinthians 12:11 
 

11 All these are the work of one and the 
same Spirit, and he distributes them to 
each one, just as he determines.  





2. Spiritual gifts are 
permanent 

3. For example, mercy is my 
most dominant spiritual gift 
and I will always have it 



2. Spiritual gifts are 
permanent 

3. For example, mercy is my 
most dominant spiritual gift 
and I will always have it 

FALSE 



• You are not stuck in one. He 
has the ability and right to 
give as He determines in 
accordance to His own 
purpose and plan (His big 
picture).  



Parable of the Talents: 
(Matthew 25:14-30) 

• He is delegating to us the 
responsibility, as stewards, to 
care for His kingdom and His 
resources (including our gifts)  

• We are to develop the gifts unto 
Kingdom impact 



9. John and I both share the same 
spiritual gift of “Leadership”. 
Comparing the results of our 
ministries, how come his is 
more effective than mine? I 
must have made a mistake 
about my spiritual gift!  



9. John and I both share the same 
spiritual gift of “Leadership”. 
Comparing the results of our 
ministries, how come his is more 
effective than mine? I must have 
made a mistake about my 
spiritual gift!  

FALSE 



• Values and Culture of the world 
creeps in while we are unaware 

• Easy to compare results of our 
ministry to that of another to see 
how effective we are 

• DANGEROUS 
 Pride Discouragement 



8. My spiritual gift survey reveals 
“Exhortation” as my top gift. During 
QBC’s carenival, someone spilled a 
drink on the floor. Since my spiritual 
gift isn’t “Service/Helps”, I should 
refrain from grabbing a mop and 
cleaning it up. Someone else with 
that gift should do it. 



8. My spiritual gift survey reveals 
“Exhortation” as my top gift. During 
QBC’s carenival, someone spilled a 
drink on the floor. Since my spiritual gift 
isn’t “Service/Helps”, I should refrain 
from grabbing a mop and cleaning it up. 
Someone else with that gift should do 
it. 

FALSE 



You cannot turn down 
opportunities to serve 
because of your 
knowledge of your 
own Spiritual Gift! 



5. Gift of evangelism did not 
show up on my list of 
dominant spiritual gifts. 
Therefore, the Great 
Commission is “not my 
thing”. 



5. Gift of evangelism did not 
show up on my list of 
dominant spiritual gifts. 
Therefore, the Great 
Commission is “not my 
thing”. 

FALSE 



Summary 
• Focus on the Giver  
• Diversity in Unity 
• Spirituality = Greatness of gifts (Lack of) 
• For the Common Good 
• Know your gift to be a faithful steward 
• Discover – Obey – Devote 



THE 

 DISCOVERY & 
EXERCISING  

OF OUR  
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 



YOUR 

Gather in your DG & Share: 
 
1. What are your dominant Spiritual 

Gifts? 
2. How have you been using them? 
3. Have you been setting them aside? 
4. How can you develop them further? 



   



Discovery  Confirmation  Becoming 

1. The first step in the process of learning 
what one’s gift(s) is involves reaching 
the settled assurance that every 
Christian has at least one gift. 

2. An awareness of the possibilities and the purposes of the gifts 
3. The step of prayer for enlightenment regarding one’s gift(s) 
4. A consideration of one’s natural abilities, circumstances and resources 
5. Experimentation is essential if someone wants to discover his/her gift(s) 
6. The Stage of self evaluation 
7. To seek out the reaction of others who are mature and respected Christians 
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Discovery  Confirmation  Becoming 
1. The first step in the process of learning what one’s gift(s) is involves reaching 

the settled assurance that every Christian has at least one gift. 
2. An awareness of the possibilities and the purposes of the gifts 
3. The step of prayer for enlightenment regarding one’s gift(s) 
4. A consideration of one’s natural abilities, circumstances and resources 
5. Experimentation is essential if someone wants to discover his/her gift(s) 
6. The Stage of self evaluation 

7. To seek out the reaction of others who 
are mature and respected Christians 
(Outside confirmation form) 



Discovery  Confirmation  Becoming 
 
 

Ministry Fair in July 






